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Abstract. Marjane Satrapi explores how 

women are depicted in Iranian society through 

her graphic novel Persepolis, with valuable 

feminist insights. More so, this is an analysis 

that uses feminism to examine three main 

aspects of gender representation in the book: 

the multifaceted depiction of female 

characters; the intricate negotiation of 

traditional gender roles within Iran’s socio-

political setting, and finally the determination 

of women amidst these patriarchal norms. By 

picking out quotes from the text and poignant 

scenes that run through it, this research seeks 

to illuminate these stories as a tapestry 

chronicling varied feminine experiences, thus 

revealing all complexities, hardships and 

accomplishments associated with their 

individual life paths. In addition, it investigates 

how Persepolis disrupts established notions of 

masculinity and femininity in Iran by 

highlighting instances of resistance, 

subversion, and conformity. This work delves 

into various forms of resistance presented 

throughout the narrative that guides Marji 

towards her identity and agency. Through a 

deep reading grounded within feminist 

criticism and textual analysis, this paper aims 

at deepening the comprehension about 

Satrapi’s Persepolis by identifying interactions 

between gender roles portrayed in her seminal 

work.  

Marjane Satrapi's "Persepolis" 

masterfully captures the tumultuous journey of 

a young woman navigating the complexities of 

identity amidst the backdrop of political 

upheaval and cultural constraints. Through 

Marjane's eyes, we are given a poignant 

glimpse into the everyday struggles and 

triumphs of Iranian women as they contend 

with a society steeped in patriarchy and 

tradition. This graphic novel not only explores 

the personal evolution of its protagonist but 

also serves as a powerful commentary on the 

roles and representations of women within 

Iranian society. 

Satrapi's narrative interweaves the 

personal with the political, highlighting how 

the personal experiences of women are deeply 

influenced by the socio-political contexts in 

which they live. Her depiction of gender roles 

through vivid characters and their interactions 

reflects a nuanced critique of the patriarchal 

structures that dictate women's lives. By 

chronicling Marjane's rebellion against 

oppressive norms and her quest for self-

definition, Satrapi emphasizes the resilience 

and agency of women in the face of systemic 

oppression. 

Moreover, "Persepolis" challenges the 

stereotypical perceptions of Iranian women by 

showcasing their complexity and agency. 

Through characters like Marjane and her 

grandmother, Satrapi celebrates the strength 

and independence of women, offering a 

counter-narrative to the often one-dimensional 

portrayal of women in both Eastern and 

Western media. The graphic novel stands as a 

testament to the power of narrative to 

challenge and redefine the boundaries of 

identity and cultural expectation. 

Ultimately, "Persepolis" is a tribute to 

the indomitable spirit of those who resist, 

adapt, and survive in times of crisis. It 

underscores the importance of understanding 

one's heritage while forging a unique path 

forward. Marjane's journey of self-discovery 

and resistance is emblematic of the broader 

struggles faced by many who find themselves 

caught between different cultures, traditions, 

and expectations. Satrapi's work is a vital 

contribution to feminist literature and a 

profound exploration of the interplay between 

identity, culture, and freedom, providing rich 

insights into the transformative power of 

personal and political liberation. 
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